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Armed Services Veterans: population estimates for Wirral  
 

 

This document updates previous estimates on the number of veterans in the North West produced by 
the NHS Wirral Public Health Information Team (now part of Wirral Council) in 2010 and 2012. 
 

There are still no definitive figures on the total number of veterans in the UK at the present time. 
Estimates were produced by ONS in conjunction with the Royal British Legion (RBL) [1] in 2007. That 
report was used here to extrapolate figures on the potential veteran population in Wirral in this - and 
the previous estimates produced. It should be noted however, that those estimates are now seven years 
old, and a considerable percentage of the older cohorts in particular, will no longer be alive. These new 
estimates therefore, will have a greater margin of error than previous estimates, particularly for the 
older cohorts of veterans. The new estimates are shown in Table 1 below. 
 

Table 1: Estimated numbers of veterans in Wirral by gender and age band, 2013 
 

 Males Females Persons 

16-24 407 124 531 
25-34 723 219 942 
35-44 1,340 177 1,517 
45-54 2,370 375 2,745 
55-64 2,202 420 2,622 
65-74 4,565 343 4,908 
75+ 9,897 1,045 10,942 
All Ages 21,505 2,702 24,206 
Source: ONS and 2013 Mid-year population estimates 
 

As Table 1 shows, Wirral has just over 24,000 veterans of all ages, the majority of whom (65%) are aged 
over 65 years of age.  The large number of older veterans reflects the fact that there is still a 
considerable cohort of men who were obliged to complete National Service (compulsory until 1960).  
This cohort of men are now all aged over 70, so this combined with changes in the population and re-
organisation within the Armed Services means that overall, the number of veterans is likely to decline 
significantly over the coming years. 
 
Those aged under 65 years make up around a third (8,400 or 35%) of the total estimated veteran 
population of Wirral. 
 

National data indicates that in the current Armed Services, between 85-90% of veterans are male, and 
10-15% female. Estimates suggest that although around 11% of all local veterans are women, this varies 
considerably by age band. In the younger age bands (16-24 and 25-34) the proportions appear to be 
more like 80:20 men to women.  
 

Veterans with service associated disability 
 

Other available data which indicates potential health need amongst veterans by Local Authority is 
Armed Forces Pension Data supplied by the Ministry of Defence.  
 

There are two potential disablement payments veterans who have been injured during the course of 
service can receive, these are:  
 

1. The WPS (War Pension Scheme, paid to those injured prior to 2005) 
2. AFCS (Armed Forces Compensation Scheme replaced the WPS, for those injured post-2005) 
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These two payments are separate to the normal Armed Forces pensions, to which ALL those who have 
completed 2 years of service are eligible once they reach the required age. The number of military 
veterans receiving specific disablement payments in Wirral is shown in Table 2 below. 
 

Table 2: Estimated number of people in receipt of a pension which indicates they have been injured 
during service (WPS or AFCS), Wirral (2012 and 2014) 
 

Pension type 2012 2014 Change 

WPS  1,110 930 -180 
AFCS 15 50 +35 
Total 1,125 980 -145 
Source: Defence and Analytical Services Agency (re-organised agency, now called Defence Statistics, still part of the MoD), 2014 

 

As Table 3 shows, there were 980 people living in Wirral in 2014 who receive a pension which indicates 
they have sustained an injury during military service. This is 4.6% or around one in 22 of all the veterans 
thought to be living in Wirral.  
 

Since the start of the scheme and up to 31 March 2014, the highest numbers of payments were made to 
individuals for ‘musculoskeletal disorders’ (40%) and ‘fractures and dislocations’ (25%). Army personnel 
made up the majority of claimants (73%) and the most likely age of claimants was age 20 and 34 (75%) 
 

Unfortunately, this data set was unable to be linked with the previous dataset of those receiving a 
standard pension, so they cannot just be added together to indicate total numbers of service people as 
many will be recorded on both databases. The DASA are hoping to resolve this issue in the near future 
and provide more detailed information and breakdowns (e.g. by age).  
 

Key messages 
 

 There were an estimated 24,000 veterans living in Wirral in 2014, a third of whom (8,400 or 35%) 
are aged under 65.  

 Of those aged over 65, the majority is made up of the cohort of men who were obliged to 
complete National Service (around 10,000 in Wirral). This means numbers are likely to reduce 
significantly during the next 5 to 10 years as this cohort are now aged 70+ 

 An estimated 2,700 of the total 24,200 veterans living in Wirral will probably be female (11%) 

 MoD records indicate there are around 980 veterans currently receiving a Disablement Pension 
as part of the War Pension Scheme or the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme (4.6% of the 
total) in Wirral. This indicates an injury of some kind has been sustained whilst serving and is 
likely to mean these 980 have the most acute health and social care needs of all veterans 

 Using estimates is not ideal as it may not take into account regional or local variation (e.g. due to 
regimental or service branch ties with certain areas for example). It is however, necessary, as 
definite information on number of veterans in the community is still lacking, both in the NHS and 
elsewhere 

 

References 
 

1. Woodhead C et al. An estimate of the veteran population in England: based on data from the 2007 Adult 
Psychiatric Morbidity Survey. Office for National Statistics Population Trends Bulletin: Winter 2009. 
Available at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/population-trends-rd/population-trends/no--138--winter-
2009/an-estimate-of-the-veteran-population-in-england--based-on-data-from-the-2007-adult-psychiatric-
morbidity-survey.pdf 

 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/population-trends-rd/population-trends/no--138--winter-2009/an-estimate-of-the-veteran-population-in-england--based-on-data-from-the-2007-adult-psychiatric-morbidity-survey.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/population-trends-rd/population-trends/no--138--winter-2009/an-estimate-of-the-veteran-population-in-england--based-on-data-from-the-2007-adult-psychiatric-morbidity-survey.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/population-trends-rd/population-trends/no--138--winter-2009/an-estimate-of-the-veteran-population-in-england--based-on-data-from-the-2007-adult-psychiatric-morbidity-survey.pdf

